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PHYSIOLOGICAL FACTORS IN 

POLICE DRIVING
 7 Physiological Factors which increase the 

potential for collisions.

VISION

HEARING

SENSORY

SMELL

TIMING

PHYSICAL

MEDICAL CONDITION



VISION

90%

A .    ABILITY TO FOCUS

B .  DEPTH PERCEPTION

C.    FIELD OF VISION

D.    COLOR VISION

E .    NIGHT VISION



HEARING

5%

Funnel Hearing is oftentimes caused 

by the stress of an emergency 

response



SENSORY

5%

The body center of balance is located in the 

inner ear which maintains the body’s state 

of balance.



SMELL

Smell is an additional sense which 

provides input to the brain and assists in 

making driving-related decisions.



TIMING

Coordination of hands-feet-eyes

Varies from person to person

Stress-Fatigue-Distractions

Reaction time is most often associated 

with timing.



PHYSICAL STATURE

HEIGHT

WEIGHT

AGE

Can affect driving capabilities of an Officer



MEDICAL CONDITION

The influence of

MEDICATIONS

ALCOHOL

DRUGS 

Can greatly impair the reaction 

capabilities of an individual


